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ooy itsalf swhile thus useful, the means of sustaining it-

-~

eriod is effectively the opening of the institution
he State’s control, and nothing discouraging is to be
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argued irom the past fortunes of the institution, nor {rom
: iti ic now, it is true, destitute of ma-
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its actual necessities. It is now, 1l 1s true,

ny conveniences and attractions essential for the relief and
even the bare accommodaticn of the persons whom its re-
tirement and succour should invite, or for engaging the at-
tention and patronage 6f those who may have such a place of
refuge to select for those under their care. But all this only
results from the fact of baving yielded the establishment to
lessees as an enterprize of individual profit,jand when trac.
ed to such. causes, the actual circumstances and. compara-
tively humble churacter of the institution, only illustrate
what has long been received as-indisputable, that such an
institution is emphatically a concern. for public endowment

and guardianship;and should be under a state’s immediate -
and active; administration. No ather supervision can en- .
sure. the care and assiduities, and solace, which must be
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ed.by a benevolence which is limited by no fear of pecuni-
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establishment and conduct of such institution, as an appro-

priate function of the state.

To enable it to discharge this sovereign duty to society,
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the state is now the proprieior of & spaciou cdifice and ex-
jensive grounds, which have cost in all $159,500, of which

»

sum the stale has contributed $61,000 out of her ireasury
1

and §20,000 from the proceeds of lotteries, and the preser
worth of which property is estimaied at $125,000. Tha
a property of such value, and consecrated to so high a so-
cial object should be allowed to decay, or be entirely ineffi-

_cient to the state, cannot be imputed as a purpose of the
Legislature: and yet the prusent situation of’ the establish-
ment is such, that such must be the result, if repairs be not
effected and various provisions be not made for it in furni-
ture,and changes in the internal arrangements of the buiidings
now imperiously required to render it a comfertable abode
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that sn establishment of this descrintion cannot be supplied
3 '

and prepared piece.meal, so as to atair its proper’rank, and
io prosper on its cwn earnings. It must not i@ any part,

oss, and suslained by reascns commensuraie wiih ihe
st eapacity of the institution, and the most expanded
and kindness. The views and usages of all civil- -

ized society assign this interesting office of humanity in the'
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